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What object does a comet orbit around?

2. What force holds a comet in its orbit?

3. What part of the comet is most visible to an observer?

4. Which part of the comet surrounds the coma and gets bigger as the comet approaches the Sun?

5. Which part of the comet contains most of the comet’s matter in the form of ice, gas and dust?

6. Which part of the comet originates when water vapor, carbon dioxide gas, ammonia, dust, and neutral gases sublime from the solid nucleus?

7. Which part of a comet is composed of charged gases that always points away from the Sun?

8. Which part of the comet is composed of microscopic particles that curve slightly due to the movement of the comet?

9. What is the shape of a comet’s orbit?

10. What happens to the speed of the comet as it approaches the Sun?

11. When is a comet most visible?

12. Where do the ions originate that push the comet’s tail away from the Sun? 

